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Abstract : This research proposal outlines an examination of homeschool oversight in the Massachusetts educational system
amid the backdrop of ideological differences between various parties with contributing interests. This mixed methodology
study will follow an interpretive policy research approach, involving the use of existing data, surveys, and focus groups. The
aim is to capture distinct sets of meanings, values, feelings, and beliefs by principal stakeholders, while exploring the ways in
which they/each interact with, interpret, and implement homeschool guidelines set forth by the Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court Decision Care and Protection of Charles (1987). This analysis will identify and contextualize the attitudes,
administrative choices, financial implications, and educational impacts that result from the process and practice of enacting
current homeschool oversight policy in Massachusetts. The following question will guide this study: How do districts,
homeschooling parents, and Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) regulate, fund,
collect, interpret, implement and report Massachusetts homeschool oversight policy? The resulting analysis will produce a
unique and original baseline snapshot of qualitative and quantifiable point-in-time data based on the registered homeschool
population in the state of Massachusetts.
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