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Abstract : At present, we are facing an unstable international context, conditioned by a relative decline of the US power,
primarily in the economic sphere and, to a lesser extent, in the military sphere. This scenario of multipolarity creates tension
and uncertainty in the peripheral countries when the issue of their foreign policy arises. This paper presents an analysis of the
bilateral relations that were maintained by the Argentine Republic, a peripheral country, along with the United States and
China during the period of 2005-2015 in matters of defense in order to identify the empirical consequences resulted from the
Argentine actions. Based on the conceptual framework of Peripheral Realism, we analyze indicators related to the weapon
trade, defense loans, joint exercises, and personnel training, among others. There will also be a comparative analysis of the
conventional military forces of the two powers in question, United States and China. As a conclusion, the cost of having closer
relations with China instead of the United States in the defense agenda has been clearly higher than the benefits obtained. The
conclusions drawn are empirically aligned with the theoretical paradigm of peripheral realism. Although there are certain
conceptual and methodological digressions, these conclusions they could be useful to update and adapt the theory to the
current complex international scenario.
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