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Abstract : Many urban designers and planners have been involved in the design of environmentally friendly or nature
adaptable urban development models due to increase in urban populations in the recent century, limitation on natural
resources, climate change, and lack of enough water and food. Ecological city is one of the latest models proposed to
accomplish the latter goal. In this work, the existing establishing indicators of the ecological city are used regarding energy,
water, land use and transportation issues. The model is used to compare the function of traditional settlements of Iran. The
result of investigation shows that the specifications and functions of the traditional settlements of Iran fit well into the
ecological city model. It is found that the inhabitants of the old cities and villages in Iran had founded ecological cities based on
their knowledge of the environment and its natural opportunities and limitations.
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