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Abstract : Objectives: The adolescents not attending school are named out-of-school adolescents. They are more vulnerable to
health management and are likely to be exposed to a number of risk factors. This study was conducted to investigate the
problem behavior of out-of-school adolescents and analyze the difference caused by gender. Methods: In this study, the
problem behaviors of out-of-school adolescents, the vulnerable class, were defined in 8 types and based on this definition, the
survey on run away from home, drop out, prostitution, violence, internet game addiction, theft, drug addiction, and smoking
was conducted. The study was conducted in a total of 507 out-of-school adolescents, including 342 males, and 165 females. The
type, frequency and start time of the 8 problem behaviors were identified. The collected data were analyzed with chi-square
test and t-test using SPSS statistics 22. Results: Among the problem behaviors of the subjects, violence ( =17.41, p < .001),
internet game addiction ( =16.14, p < .001), theft ( =22.48, p < .001), drug addiction ( =4.17, p=.041), and smoking ( =3.90,
p=.048) were more significantly high in male out-of-school adolescents than female out-of-school adolescents. In addition, the
frequency of the problem behavior was higher in male out-of-school adolescents with statistical significance than in female out-
of-school adolescents (t=5.08, p= < .001). In terms of the start time of the problem behavior, only internet game addiction was
higher in male out-of-school adolescents with the statistical significance than in female out-of-school adolescents ( =6.22,
p=.032). No statistically significant difference was found in other problem behaviors (p > .05). Conclusions: In this study, it
was found that gender difference in problem behaviors of out-of-school adolescents exists, and its frequency and difference of
types were identified. When the social countermeasures were provided for those adolescents, a distinguished approach is
required depending on the patterns of problem behavior and gender. When preparing policy alternatives and interventions for
out-of-school adolescents, it is required to reflect the results of this study.
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