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Abstract : This paper examines the patterns of 'Mouthing', a non-manual marker, and its distribution in Indian Sign Language
(ISL). Linguistic research in Indian Sign Language is an emerging field where much is needed to be done. The little research
which has happened focuses on the structure of ISL in terms of physical or manual markers, therefore a study of mouthing
patterns would give an insight into the distribution of this particular non-manual marker. Data has been collected with the help
of native ISL users through various techniques in which natural signs can be captured, for example, storytelling, informal
conversations etc. The aim of the study is to find out the various situations where mouthing is used. Sometimes, the mouthing
is not actually the articulation of the word as spoken in the local languages. The paper aims to find out whether the mouthing
patterns in ISL are influenced by any local language or they are independent of any influence from the local language or both.
Mouthing patterns have been studied in many sign languages and an investigation into ISL will reveal whether it falls in
pattern with the other sign languages.
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