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Abstract : The present study uses Halliday’s transitivity model to analyze and interpret ideological stance in PM Nawaz
Sharif’s political discourse. His famous speech at the 71st UN assembly was analyzed qualitatively using clausal analysis
approach to investigate the communicative functions of the linguistic choices made in the address. The study discovers that
among the six process types under the transitivity model, material, relational and mental processes appear most frequently in
the speech, making up almost 86% of the whole. Verbal processes rank 4th, whereas existential and behavioral are the least
occurring processes covering only 2 and 1 percent respectively. The dominant use of material processes suggests that Nawaz
Sharif and his government are the main actors working on several concrete projects to produce a sense of developmental
progression and continuity. Using relational and mental processes the PM, along with establishing proximity with masses and
especially Kashmiri, gives guarantees and promises. The linguistic analysis concludes Kashmir dispute as being the central
theme of the address, since it covers more than half of the discourse. The address calls for a strong action instead of formal
assurances and wishful thoughts. The study establishes that language structures can yield certain connotations and ideologies
which are not overt for readers. This is in affirmation to the supposition that language form performs a communicative function
and is not merely fortuitous.
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