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Abstract : The primitive man had not known anything like human rights. In the later centuries of human progress with the
development of scientific and technological knowledge, the growth of population and the tremendous changes in the human
environment, the laws of nature that maintained the Eco-balance crumbled. The race for better and comfortable life landed
mankind in a vicious circle. It created environmental imbalance, unplanned and uneven development, breakdown of self-
sustaining village economy, mushrooming of shanty towns and slums, widening the chasm between the rich and the poor, over-
exploitation of natural resources, desertification of arable lands, pollution of different kinds, heating up of earth and depletion
of ozone layer. Modem International Life has been deeply marked and transformed by current endeavors to meet the needs and
fulfill the requirements of protection of human person and of the environment. Such endeavors have been encouraged by the
widespread recognition that protection of human being and the environment reflects common superior values and constitutes a
common concern of mankind. The parallel evolutions of human rights protection and environmental protection disclose some
close affinities. There was the occurrence of process of internationalization of both human rights protection and environmental
protection, the former beginning with the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the latter with the 1972 Stockholm
Declaration on the Human Environment.It is now well established that it is the basic human right of every individual to live in a
pollution free environment with full human dignity. The judiciary has so far pronounced a number of judgments in this regard.
The Supreme Court in view of various laws relating to environment protection and the constitutional provision has held that
right to pollution free environment. Article-21 is the heart of the fundamental rights and has received expanded meanings from
time to time.
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