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Abstract : Introduction: The management of pigs in the holding pens at the slaughterhouses is a key point to minimize levels
of stress and fear, improve efficiency, maintain a good quality of meat and avoid economic losses. Holding pens should
guarantee drinking water continuously, a minimum space of 1.2 m2/ animal; As well as an adequate management in the
conduction  of  the  animals  towards  stun.  Objective:  To  characterize  the  management  practices  in  holding  pens  in
slaughterhouses in the Valle de Aburrá. Methods: A descriptive cross - sectional study was carried out in Valle de Aburrá
benefit plants, which were authorized by National Institute for Food and Medicine Surveillance (INVIMA). Variables such as
management mechanisms to the pens, time of housing, water supply, load density, vocalization, slips and falls of the animals in
the pens and mechanism of conduction towards desensitization were analyzed. Results: 225 pigs were analyzed, finding that
35.6% were lowered with slaps from the trucks to the waiting pens; The lairage time was greater than 10 hours in 16% of the
animals; 12.9% of pigs had no water permanently; 40.9% was subjected to a high load density, while 19.6% had a low load
density. Regarding aspects of animal welfare, 37.3% presented high vocalizations; 29.3% and 14.2% presented slips or falls
respectively. Regarding the mechanism of conduction towards desensitization, slapping was used in 56% and electrical prod in
4%. Conclusions: It is necessary to continue promoting the learning of the densities of load, since both high and low densities
generate inconveniences in animal welfare, favoring the appearance of lesions and stress in the animals. Also, to promote the
rule of permanent water in the pens and a time of housing less than 10 hours. In relation to the driving mechanisms, it is
necessary to continue animal husbandry campaigns, encouraging the use of other alternatives such as boards or panels to
assist the movement of pigs.
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