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Abstract : Introduction: Transport is a crucial link in the porcine chain because it is considered a stressful event in the animal,
due to it is a new environment, which generates new interactions, together with factors such as speed, noise, temperature
changes,  vibrations,  deprivation  of  food  and  water.  Therefore,  inadequate  handling  at  this  stage  can  lead  to  bruises,
musculoskeletal injuries, fatigue, and mortality, resulting in canal seizures and economic losses. Objective: To characterize the
transport and driving practices for the mobilization of standing pigs directed to slaughter plants in the Valle de Aburrá,
Antioquia, Colombia in 2017. Methods: A descriptive cross-sectional study was carried out with the transporters arriving at the
slaughterhouses approved by National Institute for Food and Medicine Surveillance (INVIMA) during 2017 in the Valle de
Aburrá.  The  process  of  obtaining  the  samples  was  made  from probabilistic  sampling.  Variables  such  as  journey  time,
mechanical technical certificate, training in animal welfare, driving speed, material, and condition of floors and separators,
supervision of animals during the trip, load density and mortality were analyzed. It was approved by the ethics committee for
the use and care of animals CICUA of CES University, Act number 14 of 2015. Results: 190 trucks were analyzed, finding that
12.4% did not have updated mechanical technical certificate; the transporters experience in pig’s transportation was an
average of 9.4 years (d.e.7.5). The 85.8% reported not having received training in animal welfare. Other results were that the
average speed was 63.04km/hr (d.e 13.46) and the 62% had floors in good condition; nevertheless, the 48% had bad conditions
on separators. On the other hand, the 88% did not supervise their animals during the journey, although the 62.2% had an
adequate loading density, in relation to the average mortality was 0.2 deaths/travel (d.e. 0.5). Conclusions: Trainers should be
encouraged on issues such as proper maintenance of vehicles, animal welfare, obligatory review of animals during mobilization
and speed of driving, as these poorly managed indicators generate stress in animals, increasing generation of injuries as well
as possible accidents; also, it is necessary to continue to improve aspects such as aluminum floors and separators that favor
easy cleaning and maintenance, as well as the appropriate handling in the density of load that generates animal welfare.
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