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Abstract : This study investigated street begging and its psychosocial effect in Ibadan Metropolis, Oyo State, Nigeria. In
carrying out this study, four research questions were used. The instrument used for data collection was a face-to-face and self-
developed questionnaire. The results revealed there is high awareness level on the causes of street begging among the
respondents, who also mentioned several factors contributing to street begging. However, respondents disagreed that lack of
education is a factor contributing to street begging in Nigeria. The psycho-social effects of street begging, as identified by the
respondents, are development of inferiority complex, lack of social interaction, loss of self-respect and dignity, increased
mindset of poverty and loss of self-confident. Solution to street begging as identified by the respondents also includes provision
of rehabilitation centers, provision of food for students in Islamic schools and monthly survival allowance. Specific policies and
other legislative frameworks are needed in terms of age, sex, disability, and family-related issues, to effectively address the
begging problem. Therefore, it is recommended that policy planners must adopt multi-faceted, multi-targeted, and multi-tiered
approaches if they are to have any impact on the lives of street beggars in all four categories. In this regard, both preventative
and responsive interventions are needed instead of rehabilitative solutions for each category of street beggars.
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