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Abstract : The Expanded Public Works Program (EPWP) is an instrument that the South African Government uses to reduce
unemployment and poverty and also stimulate economic growth. However, due to the limited budget and programs in the
EPWP, the program has had challenges in reducing unemployment, poverty and stimulating economic growth. The EPWP
Vuk’uphile program had positive outcomes in developing Black emerging contractors, in order for them to participate in the
main stream economy far better than when the EPWP program was not introduced. The Skills component of the program
particularly the EPWP Infrastructure, which is the most funded program under EPWP has had limited success in transferring
appropriate skills to ensure labour participants can penetrate the labour market after participating in the EPWP. Education and
skills are important attributes that can contribute to labour absorption, however, the EPWP particularly the infrastructure
program needs to strengthen skills development over a longer period of time suggested a year with multi skills relevant to the
labour market. Longer and more sustained employment provides a safety net and reduces poverty better that short term
employment. The EPWP program can be expanded in the infrastructure sector, focusing on rural infrastructure, agricultural
infrastructure,  infrastructure  related  components  like  property,  ownership,  management,  and other  services.  These  can
stimulate the Economic sector Infrastructure of EPWP, offer longer term and more sustained employment and rural enterprise
development and further employment. The Expanded Public Works Program (EPWP) is an instrument that the South African
Government uses to reduce unemployment and poverty and also stimulate economic growth. However, due to the limited
budget and programs in the EPWP, the program has had challenges in reducing unemployment, poverty and stimulating
economic growth. The EPWP Vuk’uphile program has had positive outcomes in developing Black emerging contractors, in
order for them to participate in the main stream economy far better than when the EPWP program was not introduced. The
Skills component of the program particularly the EPWP Infrastructure, which is the most funded program under EPWP has had
limited success in transferring appropriate skills to ensure labour participants are able to penetrate the labour market after
participating in the EPWP. Education and skills are important attributes that can contribute to labour absorption, however, the
EPWP particularly the infrastructure program needs to strengthen skills development over a longer period of time suggested a
year with multi skills relevant to the labour market. Longer and more sustained employment provides a safety net and reduces
poverty better that short term employment. The EPWP program can be expanded in the infrastructure sector, focusing on rural
infrastructure, agricultural infrastructure, infrastructure related components like property, ownership, management, and other
services. These can stimulate the Economic sector Infrastructure of EPWP, offer longer term and more sustained employment
and rural enterprise development and further employment.
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