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Abstract : Universal Design is a concept of built environment creation, where all people are facilitated to the maximum extent
possible without using any type of specialized design. However, accessible design is a design process in which the needs of
people with disabilities are specifically considered. Building standards on accessibility contains scoping and technical
requirements for accessibility to sites, facilities, building and elements by individual with disability. India is also following its
prescriptive types of various building standards for the creation of physical environment for people with disabilities. These
building standards are based on western models instead of research based standards to serve Indian needs. These standards
lack contextual connect when reflects in its application in the urban and rural environment. This study focuses on critical and
comparative study of various international building standards and codes, with existing Indian accessibility standards to
understand problems and prospects of concept of Universal Design building standards for India. The result of this study is an
analysis of existing state of Indian building standard pertaining to accessibility and future need of performance based Universal
Design concept.
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