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Abstract : The energy sector is the largest contributor of greenhouse gas emissions in Malaysia, which induces climate
change. The climate change problem is therefore an energy sector problem. Tackling climate change issues successfully is
contingent on actions taken in the energy sector. The researcher propounds that ‘Climate Policy Integration’ (CPI) into energy
policy is a viable and insufficiently developed strategy in Malaysia that promotes the synergies between climate change and
energy objectives,  in  order  to  achieve the targets  found in  both climate change and energy policies.  In  exploring this
hypothesis, this paper presentation will focus on two particular aspects. Firstly, the meaning of CPI as an approach and as a
concept will be explored. As an approach, CPI into energy policy means the integration of climate change objectives into the
energy policy area. Its subject matter focuses on establishing the functional interrelations between climate change and energy
objectives, by promoting their synergies and minimising their contradictions. However, its conceptual underpinnings are less
than straightforward. Drawing from the ‘principle of integration’ found in international treaties and declarations such as the
Stockholm  Declaration  1972,  the  Rio  Declaration  1992  and  the  United  Nations  Framework  on  Climate  Change  1992
(‘UNFCCC’),  this  paper  presentation  will  explore  the  contradictions  in  international  standards  on  how the  sustainable
development tenets of environmental sustainability, social development and economic development are to be balanced and its
relevance to CPI. Further, the researcher will consider whether authority may be derived from international treaties and
declarations in order to argue for the prioritisation of environmental sustainability over the other sustainable development
tenets through CPI. Secondly, this paper presentation will also explore the degree to which CPI into energy policy has been
achieved and pursued in Malaysia. In particular, the strength of the conceptual framework with regard to CPI in Malaysian
governance  will  be  considered  by  assessing  Malaysia’s  National  Policy  on  Climate  Change  (2009)  (‘NPCC 2009’).  The
development (or the lack of) of CPI as an approach since the publication of the NPCC 2009 will also be assessed based on
official  government documents and policies that may have a climate change and/or energy agenda.  Malaysia’s  National
Renewable Energy Policy and Action Plan (2010), draft National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (2014), Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions (2015) in relation to the Paris Agreement, 11th Malaysia Plan (2015) and Biennial Update Report to
the  UNFCCC  (2015)  will  be  discussed.  These  documents  will  be  assessed  for  the  presence  of  CPI  based  on  the
language/drafting of the documents as well as the degree of subject matter regarding CPI expressed in the documents. Based
on the analysis, the researcher will propose solutions on how to improve Malaysia’s climate change and energy governance.
The theory of reflexive governance will be applied to CPI. The concluding remarks will be about whether CPI reflects reflexive
governance by demonstrating how the governance process can be the object of shaping outcomes.
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