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Abstract : Italy is a country where the phenomenon of international adoption is very considerable: indeed, it is second in the
world only to the United States. This contribution deals with issues related to the development of children's identities in
international and interethnic adoption. Process of identity construction can be complex in adopted children born and, often,
lived for some years of their young life, in geographical, human, social and cultural contexts very different from those they live
after adoption. The results of a qualitative research conducted by interviewing young people adopted in Italy make it possible
to grasp the different facets of discrimination episodes related to somatic traits, and in particular to the color of the skin, that
refer to these young people foreign origin. Outcomes from the research show difficulties in identy construction but also
highlight how that evolution of an "intercultural identity" during international and interethnic adoption is possible.
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