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Abstract : Fundamental rights are the result of thousand years’ progress of legislation, adjudication and legal practice. They
serve as the framework of peaceful cohabitation of people, protecting the individual from any abuse by the government or
violation by other people. Artificial intelligence, however, is the development of the very recent past, being one of the most
important prospects to the future. Artificial intelligence is now capable of communicating and performing actions the same way
as humans; such acts are sometimes impossible to tell from actions performed by flesh-and-blood people. In a world, where
human-robot interactions are more and more common, a new framework of peaceful cohabitation is to be found. Artificial
intelligence, being able to take part in almost any kind of interaction where personal presence is not necessary without being
recognized as a non-human actor, is now able to break the law, violate people’s rights, and disturb social peace in many other
ways. Therefore, a code of peaceful coexistence is to be found or created. We should consider the issue, whether human rights
can serve as the code of ethical and rightful conduct in the new era of artificial intelligence and human coexistence. In this
paper, we will examine the applicability of fundamental rights to human-robot interactions as well as to the actions of artificial
intelligence performed without human interaction whatsoever. Robot ethics has been a topic of discussion and debate of
philosophy, ethics, computing, legal sciences and science fiction writing long before the first functional artificial intelligence
has been introduced. Legal science and legislation have approached artificial intelligence from different angles, regulating
different areas (e.g. data protection, telecommunications, copyright issues), but they are only chipping away at the mountain of
legal issues concerning robotics. For a widely acceptable and permanent solution, a more general set of rules would be
preferred to the detailed regulation of specific issues. We argue that human rights as recognized worldwide are able to be
adapted to serve as a guideline and a common basis of coexistence of robots and humans. This solution has many virtues:
people don’t need to adjust to a completely unknown set of standards, the system has proved itself to withstand the trials of
time, legislation is easier, and the actions of non-human entities are more easily adjudicated within their own framework. In
this paper we will examine the system of fundamental rights (as defined in the most widely accepted source, the 1966 UN
Convention on Human Rights), and try to adapt each individual right to the actions of artificial intelligence actors; in each case
we will examine the possible effects on the legal system and the society of such an approach, finally we also examine its effect
on the IT industry.
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