World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Cognitive and Language Sciences
Vol:12, No:03, 2018

An Intergenerational Study of Iranian Migrant Families in Australia:
Exploring Language, Identity, and Acculturation

Authors : Alireza Fard Kashani

Abstract : This study reports on the experiences and attitudes of six Iranian migrant families, from two groups of asylum
seekers and skilled workers, with regard to their language, identity, and acculturation in Australia. The participants included
first generation parents and 1.5-generation adolescents, who had lived in Australia for a minimum of three years. For this
investigation, Mendoza’s (1984, 2016) acculturation model, as well as poststructuralist views of identity, were employed. The
semi-structured interview results have highlighted that Iranian parents and adolescents face low degrees of intergenerational
conflicts in most domains of their acculturation. However, the structural and lawful patterns in Australia have caused some
internal conflicts for the parents, especially fathers (e.g., their power status within the family or their children’s freedom).
Furthermore, while most participants reported ‘cultural eclecticism’ as their preferred acculturation orientation, female
participants seemed to be more eclectic than their male counterparts who showed inclination towards keeping more aspects of
their home culture. This finding, however, highlights a meaningful effort on the part of husbands that in order to make their
married lives continue well in Australia they need to re-consider the traditional male-dominated customs they used to have in
Iran. As for identity, not only the parents but also the adolescents proudly identified themselves as Persians. In addition, with
respect to linguistic behaviour, almost all adolescents showed enthusiasm to retain the Persian language at home to be able to
maintain contacts with their relatives and friends in Iran and to enjoy many other benefits the language may offer them in the
future.
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