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Abstract : As cities grow and expand spatially, redevelopment in urban India is beginning to emerge as a new mode of urban
expansion sweeping low-income informal settlements. This paper examines the extent and nature of expanding urban frontier
before examining implications for the families living in these settlements. Displacement of these families may appear to be an
obvious consequence. However, we have conducted ethnographic studies over the past several months in a Delhi slum named
Kathputli Colony, Delhi. In depth analysis of the study for this slum appears to present a variegated set of consequences for the
residents of informal settlements including loss of livelihoods, dismantling of family ties, and general anxiety arising out of
uncertainty about resettlement. Apart from Delhi case study, we also compare and contrast another redevelopment case from
Mumbai located at Bhendi Bazar. These examples from the two mega cities of Mumbai and Delhi are analysed to understand
and explore expanding urban frontiers and their consequences for informing future public policy.
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