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Abstract : Wetland ecosystem has valuable resources that contribute to national income generation and public well-being,
either directly by resources that have a market value or indirectly by resources that have no market value. Economic approach
is  used to evaluate the resources to determine the best  use of  wetland resources and should be emphasized in policy
development planning. This approach is to prevent imbalance in the allocation of resources and welfare benefits. A case study
was conducted in 2016 to assess the economic value of wetland ecosystem services at Pulau Kukup National Parks (PKNP).
This study has applied dichotomous choice survey design Contingent Valuation Method (CVM) to investigate empirically the
willingness-to-pay (WTP) by the public. The study interviewed 400 household respondents at Pontian, Johor. Analysis showed
81% of household interviewed were willing to contribute to the Wetland Conservation Trust Fund. The results also indicated
that on average a household was willing to pay RM87 annually. By taking into account 21,664 households in Pontian district in
2016, public’s contribution to conserves wetland ecosystem at PKNP was calculated to be RM1, 884,334. From the public’s
interest to contribute to the conservation of wetland ecosystem services at PKNP, it indicates that more concerted effort is
needed by both the federal and state governments to conserve and rehabilitate the mangrove ecosystem in Malaysia.
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