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Abstract : Steppes of arid Mediterranean zones are deeply threatened by desertification. To stop or alleviate ecological and
economic problems associated with this desertification, management actions have been implemented since the last three
decades. The struggle against desertification has become a national priority in many countries. In Algeria, several management
techniques have been used to cope with desertification. This study aims at investigating the effect of exclosure on floristic
diversity and chemical soil proprieties after four years of implementation. 167 phyto-ecological samples have been studied, 122
inside the exclosure and 45 outside. Results showed that plant diversity, composition, vegetation cover, pastoral value and soil
fertility were significantly higher in protected areas.
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