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Abstract : Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE) is a salient part of the recent reform in the country’s
Education system which is the implementation of the K to 12 Basic Education Program. Its importance is highlighted by the
passing of Republic Act 10523, otherwise known as the ‘Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013’. However, teachers, especially
new teachers encounter problems in using mother tongue as medium of instruction. Fortunately, teachers are able to create
strategies which address these problems. Specifically, this paper gathered the viewpoints of teachers in using mother tongue
and analyzed the different problems and strategies used. The problems encountered by teachers are lack of instructional
materials written in mother tongue, especially books, lack of vocabulary, lack of teacher training, and influences of social
media to learners. The strategies which address these problems are translation of literary pieces and other instructional
materials, vocabulary enrichment through the use of word-of-the-day and picture-word association, remedial class, storytelling,
differentiated instruction, explicit teaching, individual and group activities, and utilization of multilingual teaching.
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