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Abstract : In spite of the need for skilled labour in South Africa, tertiary education graduates are increasingly faced with
unemployment, which poses a serious obstacle to the economic growth of the country. This paper is an outcome of the study
that investigated students’ perceptions on the role of entrepreneurship education in enhancing graduates’ self-employment.
The study was descriptive in nature and used a survey questionnaire to answer questions pertaining to the extent to which
entrepreneurship education is important in enhancing self-employment endeavours. Collected data were analysed using of the
statistical software for social science (SPSS) for descriptive statistics in the form of tables and charts. The study found that
entrepreneurship education is critical in providing knowledge and skills that are required to succeed in self-employment. As
one module of entrepreneurship does not ensure self-employment orientation or more positive expectations about
entrepreneurial abilities and careers, this study suggests that students, irrespective of their field of study, should be given
entrepreneurship modules in every academic year. This will help in reminding them that their success does not solely rely on
their ability to find a better-paying employment but also on their ability to employ themselves.
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