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Abstract : This paper will examine the potential influence and role of unconscious cognition on judicial decision making. The
theoretical  underpinnings  of  this  paper  rest  on  phenomenological  theory  grounded  predominantly  in  Schutzian
phenomenology.  Aspects  of  Husserlian  and  Gadamerian  phenomenology  will  be  included  within  the  phenomenological
framework put forward in this paper, in an attempt to provide a more complete and thorough account of how unconscious
cognition can influence judicial decision making. This paper has far reaching implications, as the framework provides a
foundation for unconscious cognitive factors which can work to influence decision making more generally.
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