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Abstract : Sustainability often appears to be an unfamiliar concept to many international students that enrol in a New Zealand
technological degree. Lecturers&rsquo; experiences with classroom interactions and evaluation of assessments indicate that
studying the concept enlightens and enhances international students understanding of sustainability. However, in most cases,
even after studying sustainability in their degree programme, students are not given an opportunity to practice and apply this
concept into their professions in their home countries. Therefore, using a qualitative approach, the academics conducted
research to determine the change in international students understanding of sustainability before and after their enrolment in
an Applied Technology degree. The research also aimed to evaluate if international students viewed sustainability of relevance
to their professions and whether the students felt that they will be provided with an opportunity to apply their knowledge about
sustainability in the industry. The findings of the research are presented in this paper.
Keywords : education for sustainability, international students, vocational education
Conference Title : ICHEM 2017 : International Conference on Higher Education and Management
Conference Location : Melbourne, Australia
Conference Dates : November 29-30, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:11, No:11, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
1,

 N
o:

11
, 2

01
7 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/7
63

78
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(11) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/76378.pdf

