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Abstract : A new business mode called rural complex is proposed by the China’s government to promote the development the
economy in the rural area. However, for the sake of current national conditions including the great number of labor farmers
owning the small scale farmlands and the uncertain enthusiasm from the enterprises, it is challenging to develop the big scale
rural complex. To react to the dilemmas, this paper puts forward the micro-rural complex to boost the small scale farms by co-
participation from a bottom-up mode.  By analyzing the potential  opportunities  to find the suitable mode,  exploring the
interdisciplinary and interdepartmental co-participation way beyond architecture design and spatial planning between different
actors, the paper tries to find a complete process towards the sustainable micro-rural complex and conducts an ongoing
practice to optimize it, to bring new insights and reference to the rural development. According to the transformation of the
economy, the micro-rural complex will develop into two phases, both of which can be discussed in three parts, the economic
mode, the spatial support, and the Cooperating mechanism. The first stage is the agriculture co-participation based on the rise
of Community supported agriculture (CSA) in which the consumers buy the products planted in an organic way from the
farmers directly with a higher price to support the small-scale agriculture and overcome the food safety issues. The following
stage sets up the agritourism catering the citizens with the restaurants, inns and other tourist service facilities to be planned
and designed. In the whole process, the interdisciplinary co-participation will play an important role to provide the guidelines
and consultation from the agronomists, architects and rural planners to the farmers. This mode has been applied to an on-
going farm project, from which to explore the mode in a more practical way. In conclusion, the micro-rural complex aims at
creating  a  balanced  urban-rural  relationship  by  co-participation  taking  advantage  of  the  different  actors.  The  spatial
development is considered from the economic mode and social organization. The integration of the mode based on the small-
scale agriculture will contribute to a sustainable growth and realize the long run development in the rural area.
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