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Abstract : Spelling is rule bound in a written discourse. It, however, calls into question, when such convention is grossly
contravened  in  a  formal  setting  revered  as  citadel  of  learning,  despite  availability  of  computer  spell-checker,  human
knowledge, and lexicon. The foregoing reveals the extent of decadence pervading education sector in Nigeria. It is on this
premise that this study reviews the effect of spelling on communicative competence of the University of Ibadan Registry Staff.
The  theoretical  framework  basically  evaluates  diverse  scholars’  views  on  communicative  competence  and  how spelling
influences the intended meaning of a word/ sentence as a result  of  undue infringement on grammatical  (spelling) rule.
Newsletter, bulletin, memo, and letter are four print materials purposively selected while the methodology adopted is content
analysis. Similarly, five categories, though not limited to, through which spelling blunders are committed are considered: effect
of spelling (omission, addition, and substitution); sound ( homophone); transposition (heading/body: content) and ambiguity
(capitalisation, space, and acronym). Subsequently, the analyses, findings, and recommendations are equally looked into.
Summarily, the study x-rays effective role(s) plays by spelling in enhancing communicative competence through appropriate
usage of linguistic registers.
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