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Abstract : Understanding the role of social work in improving societal well-being cannot be separated from the place of field
education,  which  is  an  integral  aspect  of  social  work  education.  Field  learning  provides  students  with  knowledge and
opportunities to experience solving issues in the field and giving them a clue of the practice situation. Despite being a crucial
component in social  work curriculum, field education occupies a large space in learning outcome, given the issues and
challenges pertaining to its purpose and significance in the society. The drive of this paper is to provide insight on the specific
ways in which field education has been conceived, realized and valued in the society. Emphasis is on the significance of field
instruction; the link with classroom learning; and the structure of field experience in social work education. Given documented
analysis and experience, this study intends to contribute to the development of social work curriculum, by analyzing the
pattern, issues and challenges fronting the social work field education in the University of Benin, Nigeria.
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