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Abstract : The U.S. military plays an increasing role in supporting political stability efforts, and this includes efforts to prevent
the  food  insecurity  that  can  trigger  political  and  social  instability.  This  paper  presents  a  model  that  assists  military
commanders in identifying variables that impact food production and distribution in their areas of operation (AO), in identifying
connections between variables and in assessing the impacts of those variables on food production and distribution. Through
use of the model, military units can better target their data collection efforts and can categorize and analyze data within the
data categorization framework most widely-used by military forces—PMESII-PT (Political, Military, Economic, Infrastructure,
Information, Physical Environment and Time). The model provides flexibility of analysis in that commanders can target analysis
to be highly focused on a specific PMESII-PT domain or variable or conduct analysis across multiple PMESII-PT domains. The
model is also designed to assist commanders in mapping food systems in their AOs and then identifying components of those
systems that must be strengthened or protected.
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