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Abstract : Water is a fundamental attraction in all cultures and among all classes of people, tourists and citizens. It is a
favorite location for major tourism initiatives, celebrations and ceremonies. The vitality of any city depends on citizen action to
take part in creating the neighborhoods they desire. Waterfront can provide extensive new areas of high quality public open
space in parts of the city that are popular venues for social activities and also have the highest land values. Each city must have
a character that can be used as a key attraction for the development. The morphology of a waterfront can be identified by both
its physical characteristics and the socio-cultural activities that take place in the area. Alexandria has been selected as an area
of study because it has a unique character due to its possession of a variety of waterfronts. This paper aims to set some criteria
of successful waterfront development and then through these criteria analyzing the development of the Qaitbay waterfront in
the eastern harbor in Alexandria, Egypt. Hence, a comprehensive improvement of the waterfront areas is certainly needed to
ensure a successful waterfront development radiated the sense of uniformity and coherence. Alexandria can benefit from these
criteria to develop its urban waterfront in order to preserve and revitalize its unique waterfront character and achieve mixed
uses and tourism development.
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