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Abstract : As a result of intensive competition, the building sector is suffering from a high degree of rivalry. Furthermore,
there can be observed an unbalanced distribution of project risks. Clients are aimed to shift their own risks into the sphere of
the constructors  or  planners.  The consequence of  this  is  that  the  number of  conflicts  between the involved parties  is
inordinately high or even increasing; an alternative approach to counter on that developments are cooperative project forms in
the construction sector. This research compares conventional contract models and models with partnering agreements to
examine the influence on project risks by an early integration of the involved parties. The goal is to show up deviations in
different project stages from the design phase to the project transfer phase. These deviations are evaluated by a survey of
experts from the three spheres: clients, contractors and planners. By rating the influence of the participants on specific risk
factors it is possible to identify factors which are relevant for a smooth project execution.
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