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Abstract : As one of the deltas which is extremely vulnerable to climate change, the Mekong Delta, Vietnam is facing many
challenges that need to be addressed in strategic and holistic ways. In this study scope, a strategic delta planning is recently
considered as a new vision of Adaptive Delta Management for the Mekong Delta. In Adaptive Delta Management, Room for the
Rivers (RftR) has been formulated as a typical innovation, which is currently in need of careful consideration for implementing
in the Mekong Delta’s planning process. This study then attempts to investigate the roles and analyze sociological aspects of
the RftR as potential strategic 'soft' measure, in upstream of Hau River in An Phu district, An Giang province, especially in
terms of its so-called multifunctions. The study applied social science approach embedded with a few qualitative methods
including in-depth interviews and questionnaire distribution and conjoint analysis as a quantitative approach. The former
mainly aims at gaining the local community’s perceptions about the RftR solution. The latter tries to gain farmers’ willingness
to accept (WTA) with regard to their level of preference towards the three selected solutions which are considered as strategic
plans for sustainably developing the MD. Qualitative data analysis shows that, farmers perceive RftR as very useful for their
livelihoods due to its multifunctions as well as in terms of water management. The quantitative results illustrated that
respondents expressed their WTAs on RftR as 84. 240 thousand VND / year. Amongst the three solutions that are analysed
within this study (Floating rice for upper delta, Room for the Rivers for the Middle, and Shrimp-Mangrove integration for the
coastal delta), RfrR was ranked as second preference from respondents. This result is not exactly reflecting the real values of
these three mentioned solutions but showing a tendency that can be seen as a reference for the decision-makers in delta
planning processes.
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