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Abstract : Background: Even the rural-urban gap in the provision of skilled care during childbirth has narrowed, developing
countries have the highest percentage of maternal deaths. More important than uncovering deficiencies during pregnancy, is
preventing situations of risk during childbirth. The aim of this study was to identify factors women in the rural area consider
before they decide where to give birth. Methods: This study utilizes a qualitative descriptive design based on individual
interviews with 25 women of childbearing age who has given birth at least once, where women who delivered both at home and
a health centre were included. Data collection took place in rural areas around Hawassa Zuriya Worda in Ethiopia February
2015. To identify conditions associated to where women prefer to give birth a thematic analysis was carried out. Result:
Experienced risks regarding child birth were the most common reason for women and their families to seek help from skilled
birth attendants. Decision-making and planning were identified as a major factor contributing to where women give birth. The
women’s position and responsibilities pointed to the fact that women's role is mainly to take care of children and manage the
household, while husbands, mother in laws and the elderly are the family members who take most of the decisions. This
includes decision about where women give birth.  The infrastructure also influences where women choose to give birth.
Conclusion: To further improve childbirth care in Hawassa Zuriya Worda it’s important that women get positive experiences,
and are met in a safe and supportive way at Health Centers. Challenges appear to women’s autonomy, quality aspects, and
infrastructure.
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