World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Psychological and Behavioral Sciences
Vol:11, No:12, 2017

Social Support and Quality of Life of Youth Suffering from Cerebral Palsy
Temporarily Orphaned Due to Emigration of a Parent

Authors : A. Gagat-Matula

Abstract : The article is concerned in the issue of social support and quality of life of youth suffering from cerebral palsy, who
are temporarily orphaned due to the emigration of a parent. Migration causes multi-aspect consequences in various spheres of
life. They are particularly severe for the functioning of families. Temporal parting of parents and children, especially the
disabled, is a difficult situation. In this case, the family structure is changed, as well as the quality of life of its members.
Children can handle migration parting in a better or worse way; these can be divided into properly functioning and manifesting
behaviour disorders. In conditions of the progressing phenomenon of labour migration of Poles and a wide spectrum of
consequences for the whole social life, it is essential to undertake actions aimed at support of migrants and their families. This
article focuses mainly on social support and quality of families members, of which, are the labour migrants perceived by youth
suffering from cerebral palsy. The quantitative method was used in this study. In the study, the Satisfaction with Life Scale
(SWLS) by Diener, was used. The analysed group consisted of 50 persons (37 girls and 13 boys), aged 16 years to 18 years,
whose parents are labour migrants. The results indicate that the quality of life and social support for youth suffering from
cerebral palsy who are temporarily orphaned is at a low and average level.
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