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Abstract : Administration of tranexamic acid (TXA) reduces all-cause mortality in trauma patients when given within 3 hours of
injury. Due to geographical distance and lack of emergency medical services patients often present late, following trauma, to
our emergency department. Additionally, we found patients that may have benefited from TXA did not receive it, often due to
lack of staff awareness, staff shortages out of hours and lack of equipment for delivering infusions. Our objective was to
develop  a  protocol  for  nurse-led  administration  of  TXA in  the  emergency  department.  We developed  a  protocol  using
physiological observations along with criteria from the South African Triage Scale to allow nursing staff to identify patients
with, or at risk of, significant haemorrhage. We will monitor the use of the protocol to ensure appropriate compliance and for
any adverse events reported.
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