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Abstract : Expansionism and ever-increasing population menace all different resources worldwide. The issue, hence, is critical
in  developing  countries  like  Iran  where  new technologies  are  rapidly  luxuriated  and unguardedly  applied,  resulting  in
unexpected outcomes. However, uncommon and comprehensive approaches are introduced to take all the different aspects
involved into consideration. In the last decade, few approaches such as community-based, stakeholders-oriented, adaptive and
ultimately integrated management, have emerged and are developing for efficient, Co-management or best management,
economic and sustainable development and management of watershed resources in Iran. In the present paper, an attempt has
been made to focus on state-of-the-art approaches for the management of watershed resources applied in Iran. The study has
been then supported by reports of  some case studies conducted throughout the country involving previously mentioned
approaches. Scrutinizing results of the researches verified a progressive tendency of the managerial approaches in watershed
management strategies leading to a general approaching balance situation. The approaches are firmly rooted in educational,
research, executive, legal and policy-making sectors leading to some recuperation at different levels. However, there is a long
way ahead to naturalize detrimental effects of unscientific, illegal and over exploitation of the watershed resources in Iran.
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