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Abstract : Highlighting the imperatives of local conflicts considering the dangerous dimensions of terrorism they are assuming
in Africa has not attracted serious academic and political attention. The discourse about conflict in Africa was discussed within
five identified conflict zones in the continent. The threats from these local conflicts are diverse and complex and the acts of
terrorism in these local conflicts are driven by certain attitudes and behaviours linked to the African leadership. The paper
examined and noted that the current conflict resolution model of the African Union (AU) was robust with requisite institutions
to address the trends in local conflicts. However, it was observed that the AU peace and security framework lacked the
requisite structural and technical capabilities to proactively address the drivers of local conflicts in Africa. It was found that the
persistence of local conflicts in the African region may deny her the opportunities of achievement of the targets envisioned in
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Consequently, the paper called on the international community to support Africa
through provision of capacity. It urged the African leaders themselves to develop the political will to ensure that all issues
concerning peace and security in the continent were guided by the provisions of the AU Constitutive Act. The need to
strengthen the APRM in the light of the current trends in local conflicts was also highlighted.
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