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Abstract : This study explored the contribution of parenting styles in the Maternal Perception of Compliance Model (MPCM).
This model explores maternal expectations to illustrate the formation of maternal perception of severity of noncompliance in
adolescent children. The methodology consisted of three stages: In the first stage, a focus group was held, and the data was
analysed to fine-tune the interview schedule. In the second stage, a single interview was held, and the interview schedule was
further modified. The third and the final stage consisted of interviewing six mothers who had adolescent children. They were
chosen with ‘maximum variation’ approach to represent three tiered socioeconomic statuses, and Asian, white and black
ethnicities. The data was thematically analysed in a hybrid fashion: inductive coding and deductive assignment of codes into
discrete parenting styles. The study found: a) parenting styles are not always discrete and sometimes it can be mixed. b) The
parenting  styles  are  influenced  by  culture,  socioeconomic  status,  transgenerational  knowledge,  academic  knowledge,
observational  knowledge,  self-reflective knowledge,  and parental  anxiety.  c)  The parenting style  functioned a mediating
mechanism where  it  attempted  to  converge  discrepancies  between  parental  expectations  of  compliance  with  maternal
perception of severity of noncompliance. The findings of parenting styles were discussed in relation to MPCM.
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