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Abstract : Air pollution is without a doubt one of the gravest environmental threats the world is facing today in terms of its
sheer toll on human lives. Each year an estimated 70,000 Americans lose their lives to air pollution -- a number equal to deaths
from both breast and prostate cancer combined. Since Americans spend nearly 90% of their time indoors, more research is
needed on indoor air pollution and common exposures such as candles. Paraffin wax is a by-product of petroleum, and
similarities have been observed between fine particulate emissions from paraffin candles and diesel exhaust. The purpose of
this study is to determine whether or not paraffin candles are a major potential source of indoor air pollution. Furthermore,
this study aims to determine whether or not soy candles are a safer, cleaner alternative to paraffin candles.
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