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Abstract : Story-retelling is a technique frequently used to assess children’s language skills and support their development of
narratives. Fourteen preschool children listened to one of two stories from the wordless, illustrated Frog book series and then
retold the story using the pictures. A comparison of three verb types (action, mental and other) in the original story model, and
children's verb use in their retold stories revealed the salience of action events. The children's stories contained a similar
proportion of verb types to the original story. However, the action verbs they used were rarely those they had heard in the
original. The implications for the process of lexical encoding and narrative recall are discussed, as well as suggestions for the
use of wordless picture books and the language teaching of new verbs.
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