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Abstract : The Anthropocene – as scientists define as a new geological epoch where human intervention has the dominant
influence on the geological, atmospheric, and ecological processes challenges the contemporary discourse in architecture and
interior. The dominant influence characterises the incapability to distinguish the notion of nature, subnature, human and non-
human. Consequently, living in the Anthropocene demands sensitivity and responsiveness to heighten our sense of the rhythm
of transformation and recognition of our environment as a product of natural, social and historical processes. The notion of
subnature is  particularly emphasised in this paper to investigate the poetic sense of  living with subnature.  It  could be
associated with the critical tool for exploring the aesthetic and programmatic implications of subnature on interiority. The
ephemeral immaterial attached to subnature promotes the sense of atmospheric delineation of interiority, the very inner
significance of body-surface interaction, which central to interior architecture discourse. This would then reflect human’s
activities; examine the transformative change, the architectural motion and the traces that left between moments. In this way,
engaging the notion of subnature enable us to better understand the critical subject on interiority and might provide an in-
depth study on interior architecture. Incorporating the exploration on the form, materiality, and pattern of subnature, this
research seeks to grasp the inner significance of micro to macro approaches so that the future of interior might be compelled
to depend more on the investigation and development of responsive environment. To reflect upon the form, materiality and
intensity of subnature that specifically characterized by the natural, social and historical processes, this research examines a
volcanic land, White Island/Whakaari, New Zealand as the chosen site of investigation. Emitting various forms and intensities
of subnatures - smokes, mud, sulphur gas, this volcanic land also open to the new inhabitation within the sulphur factory ruins
that reflects human’s past occupation. In this way, temporal and natural selected manifestations of materiality, artefact, and
performance can be traced out and might reveal the meaningful  relations among space, inhabitation,  and well-being of
inhabitants in the Anthropocene.
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