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Abstract : Graduates unemployment has risen astronomically in spite of the emphasis on teaching of small scale business and
Entrepreneurship in schools. This study sets out to evaluate the effect of teaching small scale business and Entrepreneurship
on graduates’ unemployment in Nigeria. This study adopted the survey research design. Thus the nature of data for this study
is primary, sourced by the use of a questionnaire administered to a sample of two thousand and sixty-five (2065) respondents
drawn from groups of graduates who are employed, unemployed and self-employed in South East Nigeria. Simple percentages,
Chi-square and regression analysis were used to derive useful and meaningful information and test the hypotheses
respectively. Findings from the study suggest that Nigeria graduates are ill prepared to embark on small-scale business and
entrepreneurship after graduation, and that teaching of small scale business and entrepreneurship in Nigeria tertiary
institutions is ineffective on graduate unemployment reduction. Findings also suggest that while a lot of graduates agreed that
they have taken a class(s) on small scale or entrepreneurship, they received more theoretical teachings than practical, more so
while teachings on small scale business or entrepreneurship motivated graduates to think of self-employment, most of them
cannot do a good business plan and hence could not benefit from some kind of Government assisted program for small-scale
business and bank loan for the sake of small scale business. Thus, so many graduates are not interested in small scale business
or entrepreneurship development as a result of lack of startup capital. The study thus recommends that course content and
teaching method of entrepreneurship education needs to be reviewed and re-structured to constitute more practical teachings
than theoretical teachings. Also, graduates should be exposed to seminar /workshop for self-employment at least once every
semester. There should be practical teaching and practice of developing a business plan that will be viable to attract
government or private sponsorship as well for it to be viable to attract financing from financing institutions. Government
should provide a fund such as venture capital financing arrangement to empower business startups in Nigeria by graduates’.
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