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Abstract : Entrepreneurship and project management are widely associated and seen as a vehicle for economic growth, but
are studied separately. A few authors have considered the interconnectivity existing between these two fields, but relatively
little empirical data currently exist in the literature. The purpose of the present empirical study is to explore whether
successful entrepreneurs utilise project management approaches in enhancing enterprise growth by understanding the
working practices and experiences of the entrepreneurs’ using the Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB) as a lens. In order to
understand those experiences, ten successful entrepreneurs in various business sectors in the North West of England were
interviewed through a face-to-face semi-structured interview method. The collected audio tape-recorded data was transcribed
and analysed using the deductive thematic technique (qualitative approach). The themes were viewed through the lens of
Theory of Planned Behaviour to identify the three intentional antecedents (attitude, subjective norms, and perceived
behavioural control) and to understand how they relate to the project management approaches (Planning, execution, and
monitoring). The findings are twofold, the first evidence of the three intentional antecedents, which make up Theory of Planned
Behaviour was present. Secondly, the analysis of project management approaches themes (planning, execution, and
monitoring) using the lens of the theory of planned behaviour shows evidence of the three intentional antecedents. There were
more than one intentional antecedents found in a particular project management theme, which indicates that the entrepreneur
does utilise these approaches without categorising them into definite themes. However, the entrepreneur utilised these
intentional antecedents as processes to enhanced business growth. In conclusion, the work presented here showed a way of
understanding the interconnectivity between entrepreneurship and project management towards enhancing enterprise growth
by examining the working practices and experiences of the successful entrepreneurs in the North-West England.
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