
Mikhail Bakhtin's Standpoint of Neo-Marxism and beyond: Bildungsroman
as a Critique

Authors : Hsiao-Yung Wang
Abstract : This paper aims to elaborate the standpoint of neo-Marxism of Russian philosopher Mikhail Bakhtin by critical
reading his concept of Bildungsroman; thereby, it aims to map the theoretical implication of spatial rhetoric and its time
politics/emancipatory politics  in  late  Bakhtin’s  thought.  First,  it  aims to  outline the two revolving rings of  spatiality  in
Bildungsroman, proceeding from 'recollecting the past' to 'foreseeing the future' on the basis of visuality and materialistic
realism. Herein, Bakhtin has temporarily been leaving his previous research concern on polyphonic novel. Second, it aims to
demonstrate  that  although Bakhtin  has constantly  emphasized the necessity  of  reconstructing opened future space,  his
insistence on 'emergence' has still generated a seemingly theoretical lacuna which needs to be filled. 'Doubled heterotopia,' as
popularized by contemporary rhetorician Saindon, might be an adequate approach to articulate and present the rhetorical
functions and dynamics of Bakhtin’s spatial rhetoric dialectically. Based on the research findings, this paper argues that
Bakhtin indeed attempted to go beyond the deterministic model of Marxism and neo-Marxism strategically and reciprocally.
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