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Abstract : A dictionary is often considered as a list of words, arranged in alphabetical orders, providing information on a
language or languages and it informs us about the spelling, the pronunciation, the origin, the gender and the grammatical
functions of new and unknown words. In other words, it is first and foremost a linguistic tool. But, the research across the
world in the field of linguistic and lexicography proved that a dictionary is not only a linguistic tool but also a cultural product
through which a lexicographer transmits the culture of a country or a linguistic community from his or her ideology. It means,
a dictionary does not present only language and its metalinguistic functions but also its culture. Every language consists of
some words and expressions which depict the culture of its language. In this way, it is impossible to disassociate language from
its culture. There is always an ideology that plays an important role in the depiction of any culture. Using the orientalism
theory of Edward Said to represent the east, the objective of the present research is to study the representation of Indian
culture through the lexicographical discourse of Hindi-French Dictionary of Federica Boschetti, a French lexicographer. The
results show that the Indian culture is stereotypical and monolithic. It also shows India as male oriented country where women
are exploited by male-dominated society. The study is focused on Hindi-French dictionary, but its line of argument can be
compared to dictionaries produced in other languages.
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