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Abstract : This study employs a sequential explanatory mixed method. Quantitatively it investigated the profile of grade VII
students.  Qualitatively,  the prevailing contextual  variables  that  affect  their  frustration-level  were sought  based on their
perspective and that of their parents and teachers. These students were categorized as frustration-level in reading based on
the data on word list of the Philippine Informal Reading Inventory (Phil-IRI). The researcher-made reading factor instrument
translated to local dialect (Hiligaynon) was subjected to cross-cultural translation to address content, semantic, technical,
criterion, or conceptual equivalence, the open-ended questions, and one unstructured interview was utilized. In the profile of
the 26 participants,  the 12 males are categorized as grade II  and grade III  frustration-levels.  The prevailing contextual
variables are personal-&ldquo;having no interest in reading&rdquo;, &ldquo;being ashamed and fear of having to read in front
of others&rdquo; for extremely high frustration level; social environmental-&ldquo;having no regular reading schedule at
home&rdquo; for very high frustration level and personal- &ldquo;having no interest in reading&rdquo; for high frustration
level. Kendall Tau inferential statistical tool was used to test the significant relationship in the prevailing contextual variables
that affect frustration-level readers when grouped according to perspective. Result showed that significant relationship exists
between  students-parents  perspectives;  however,  there  is  no  significant  relationship  between  students&rsquo;  and
teachers&rsquo;, and parents&rsquo; and teachers&rsquo; perspectives. The themes in the narratives of the participants on
frustration-level readers are existence of speech defects, undesirable attitude, insufficient amount of reading materials, lack of
close supervision from parents, and losing time and focus on task. Intervention was designed.
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