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Abstract : The study attempted to uncover the most and least frequent phonological variation evident in the speech patterns of
grade 1 teachers in select public elementary schools in the Philippines. It  also determined the lectal description of the
participants based on Tayao’s consonant charts for American and Philippine English. Descriptive method was utilized. A total of
24 grade 1 teachers participated in the study. The instrument used was word list. Each column in the word list is represented
by words with the target consonant phonemes: labiodental fricatives f/ and /v/ and lingua-alveolar fricative /z/. These phonemes
were in the initial, medial, and final positions, respectively. Findings of the study revealed that the most frequent variation
happened when the participants read words with /z/ in the final position while the least frequent variation happened when the
participants read words with /z/ in the initial position. The study likewise proved that the grade 1 teachers exhibited the
segmental features of both the mesolect and basilect. Based on these results, it is suggested that teachers of English in the
Philippines must aspire to manifest the features of the mesolect, if not, the acrolect since it is expected of the academicians not
to be displaying the phonological features of the acrolects since this variety is only used by the 'uneducated.' This is especially
so with grade 1 teachers who are often mimicked by their students who classify their speech as the 'standard.'
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