
Willingness to Pay for Environmental Conservation and Management of
Nogas Island and Its Surrounding Waters Among the Residents of Anini-Y,

Antique
Authors : Nichole Patricia Pedrina, Karl Jasper Sumande, Alice Joan Ferrer
Abstract : Nogas Island situated in the municipality of Anini-y in the province of Antique is endowed with natural resources
especially a thriving marine ecosystem that attracts tourists all year round. But despite its beauty and emerging popularity, the
island and its surrounding waters remain vulnerable to degradation brought about by anthropocentric activities. An emphasis
on the protection and conservation is paramount in order to ensure environmental sustainability over time. This study was
conducted in order to determine the willingness-to-pay (WTP) of the local residents of Anini-y, Antique for the conservation of
Nogas Island and its surrounding waters. The Contingent Valuation Method (CVM) was used to determine the WTP of the study
participants. In addition, the study also described the socio-demographic and economic characteristics, the level of awareness,
knowledge and attitude towards  the  conservation  and the  reasons  for  the  willingness  to  pay  off  the  residents  for  the
conservation of the island and its surrounding waters. A pilot-tested interview schedule was used to collect data from 320
randomly selected study participants in 8 barangays in the municipality of Anini-y from January to December 2017. Binary logit
regression was conducted in order to identify factors affecting the study participants’ WTP. The results revealed that 54.69
percent of the study participants were willing to pay (with adjustment to the level of certainty) for the conservation program.
The sex, monthly household income, randomly assigned bid price and the knowledge index were the variables that affected the
willingness-to-pay of the study participants for both with and without adjustment to the level of certainty. The monthly mean
WTP of the study participants with and without adjustment to the level of certainty were P115 and P104.5, respectively. This
study can serve as a guide for the municipality of Anini-y in creating a policy or program that aims to conserve and protect
Nogas Island and its surrounding waters.
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