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Abstract : This research investigates a complex assemblage among indigenous identities, socio-political organization and
national apparatus in the border landscape of post-colonial Hong Kong. This former British colony had designated a transient
mode of governance in its New Territories and particularly the northernmost borderland in 1951-2012. With a discriminated
system of land provisions for the indigenous villagers, the place has been inherited with distinctive village-based culture,
historic monuments and agrarian practices until  its sovereignty return into the People’s Republic of China. In its latest
development imperatives by the national strategic planning, the frontier area of Hong Kong has been identified as a strategy
site for regional economic integration in South China, with cross-border projects of innovation and technology zones, mega-
transport infrastructure and inter-jurisdictional arrangement. Contemporary literature theorizes borders as the material and
discursive production of territoriality, which manifest in state apparatus and the daily lives of its citizens and condense in the
contested articulations of power, security and citizenship. Drawing on the concept of assemblage, this paper attempts to tract
how the border regime and infrastructure in Hong Kong as a city are deeply ingrained in the everyday lived spaces of the local
communities but also the changing urban and regional strategies across different longitudinal moments. Through an intensive
ethnographic  fieldwork  among the  borderland villages  since  2008 and the  extensive  analysis  of  colonial  archives,  new
development plans and spatial planning frameworks, the author navigates the genealogy of the border landscape in Ta Kwu
Ling frontier  area and its  implications as  the milieu for  new state space,  covering heterogeneous fields particularly  in
indigenous rights, heritage preservation, rural sustainability and regional economy. Empirical evidence suggests an apparent
bias  towards  indigenous  power  and  colonial  representation  in  classifying  landscape  values  and  conserving  historical
monuments. Squatter and farm tenants are often deprived of property rights, statutory participation and livelihood option in
the planning process. The postcolonial bureaucracies have great difficulties in mobilizing resources to catch up with the swift,
political-first approach of the mainland counterparts. Meanwhile, the cultural heritage, lineage network and memory landscape
are not protected altogether with any holistic view or collaborative effort across the border. The enactment of land resumption
and  compensation  scheme  is  furthermore  disturbed  by  lineage-based  customary  law,  technocratic  bureaucracy,  intra-
community conflicts and multi-scalar political mobilization. As many traces of colonial misfortune and tyranny have been
whitewashed without proper management, the author argues that postcolonial justice is yet reconciled in this fragmented
border landscape. The assemblage of border in mainstream representation has tended to oversimplify local struggles as a
collective mist and setup a wider production of schizophrenia experiences in the discussion of further economic integration
among Hong Kong and other mainland cities in the Pearl River Delta Region. The research is expected to shed new light on the
theorizing of border regions and postcolonialism beyond Eurocentric perspectives. In reassembling the borderland experiences
with other arrays in state governance, village organization and indigenous identities, the author also suggests an alternative
epistemology in reconciling socio-spatial differences and opening up imaginaries for positive interventions.
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