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Abstract : This study aims to examine how the Batak tribe in the Village Lumban Sitorus Parmaksian District, Toba Samosir
(Tobasa) interpret the culture of drinking Tuak as a social interaction. This research uses qualitative method with case study
approach. Through this approach, the researchers obtained primary data by looking at and observing the social interaction that
occurs when the activity of drinking tuak takes place on the daily life of the Batak Toba community in the village of Lumban
Sitorus. The technique of data collecting is done by observation and in-depth interview. This study focuses on Batak Toba
community, especially men who daily drink tuak. The results obtained from this study is Batak Toba society has a habit of
drinking Tuak (a type of alcoholic beverage derived from water sapphire juice that is fermented). In Batak Toba society, tuak is
not only considered as an alcoholic drink which is usually drunk in the afternoon at lapotuak (tuak shop), but tuak is also
understood as a drink of honor in a traditional party at Toba Batak society. On the other hand, the activity of drinking of tuak
was also considered as a medium or a means of connecting the formation of a sense of solidarity among the people of
LumbanSitorous Village. In its existence, drinking tuak is defined as a mean that can facilitate the establishment to open
communication  with  fellow members  of  Batak  Toba  community,  such  as  at  leisure,  birth  party,  death  or  as  medicine.
Specifically, tuak in a special sense in Batak Toba society is also a symbol of intimacy, gratitude, and respect which is
manifested in the activity of daily drinking tuak. In Indonesia, if we refer to the Criminal Code in articles 300 and 536 it is clear
that whoever intentionally sells and consumes intoxicating / alcoholic drinks will be subject to a maximum jail term of one year.
It became interesting then when looking at Indonesia as a country that has a diversity of cultures in which the law implies the
prohibition of alcoholic /  intoxicating beverages. However, the existence of drinking of tuak as a drink that categorized
intoxicating in Batak Toba society still continues to.
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