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Abstract : The emergence of a community of people with disabilities along with the various works produced has made great
progress to open the public eye to their existence in society. This study focuses attention on a community that is suspected to
be one of the pioneers in pursuing the movement. It is Deaf Art Community (DAC), a community of persons with disabilities
based in Yogyakarta, with deaf and speech-impaired members who use sign language in everyday communication. Knowing the
movement of disabled communities is a good thing, the description of the things behind it then important to know as the basis
for initiating similar movements. This research focuses on the question of how community of people with disabilities begin to
take shape in different regions and interact with collaborative events. Qualitative method with in-depth interview as data
collection techniques was used to describe the process of formation and the emergence of community. The analytical unit in
the study initially focuses on the subject in the community, but in the process, it develops to institutional analysis. Therefore
some informants were determined purposively and expanded using the snowball technique. The theory used in this research is
Phenomenology of Alfred Schutz to be able to see reality from the subject and institutional point of view. The results of this
study found that the community is formed because the existing educational institutions (both SLB and inclusion) are less able
to empower and make children with disabilities become equal with the society. Through the SLB, the presence of children with
disabilities becomes isolated from the society, especially in children of his or her age. Therefore, discrimination and labeling
will never be separated from society's view. Meanwhile, facilities for the basic needs of children with disabilities can not be
fully provided. Besides that, the guarantee of discrimination, glances, and unpleasant behavior from children without disability
does not exist, which then indicates that the existing inclusion schools offer only symbolic acceptance. Thus, both in SLB and
Inclusive Schools can not empower children with disabilities.  Community-based assistance,  in this  case,  has become an
alternative to actually empowering children with disabilities. Not only giving them a place to interact, through the same
community, children with disabilities will be guided to discover their talents and develop their potential to be self-reliant in the
future.
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