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Abstract : This preliminary study has examined ways in which social media may help cause stalker murder by individuals with
personality disorders and a strong sense of sexual propriety. A public display on social media by the intended victim was felt to
be a trigger that instigated interpersonal violence. To identify behavioural paradigms, case studies of intimate partner murders
were explored using news media sources and documentaries. In all of the case studies, social media interaction and social
media postings occurred shortly before the murder. The evidence suggested a preponderance of correlations between the
social media postings, stalking behaviours, personality disorders, and the murder of an intimate partner. In addition to this, a
profile for of Facebook/social media murder was gleaned from the paradigms of behavior found in the case studies. The
evidence showed a complex relationship between severe violence,  stalking,  borderline personality,  and intimate partner
violence was identified through the study. The struggle clients have in dealing with the: public, ambiguous and unrelenting
nature of social media postings was also observed. The murderers anguish and rage appeared to be further intensified by
attitudes of sexual propriety and entitlement. These attitudes were evident in all the case studies. The study concluded with
further research on how the public can protect themselves from entering situations where social media postings might trigger
a violent response. Further to this, psychological approaches were identified that might support client’s with personality
disorders to cope with perceived provocative and distressing data on the internet. Thus, the findings of this study will be of
interest to: therapists, psychologists, nurses, criminologists and social workers.
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